DEE WHY SOCCER CLUB 


The Club was founded in 1946 entering three junior teams into the local amateur competition. 

In that season their home pitch was at South Creek Road, Cromer. The Patron of the Club at the time, Mr. 
Duncum, went to great personal expense and labour to grade the ground to make it playable. He also erected 
changing sheds on the reserve which were most uncommon in the area at the time. 

Mr. Ranee and Mr. Mitchell, the first coaches at Dee Why found themselves against a lot of opposition in 
those early days. Soccer in the district was widely discouraged. 

In 1950 Dee Why formed their first all-age team and charged sixpence per person a game. In 1951 they 
moved to Dee Why Oval which is now their home venue. In 1953 the Club was at its lowest ebb and 
threatened with closure. 

But the Club rallied and managed to survive. In fact they survived so well that the all-age team went through 
1955 and 1956 without losing a game and provided many players for Manly who played in the State 
Association League. One player of note in this team was Brian Emery who came through from the junior 
ranks. Brian is now the Youth Development Officer for the Australian Soccer Federation and is playing a 
major part in the preparations for Australia's hosting of the 1981 World Coca-Cola Youth Cup. 

In 1957 flood lights were erected and night training began. 

Players were often "fined" threepence for incorrect dress, i.e. not wearing shin pads, wrong colours and 
untidy dress. A fine of sixpence was charged for swearing, and being sent off was unheard of. 

In 1975 the Club employed the services of Hugh Hendry and Bert Jagger who had been playing with 
Corinthians in the 2nd Division Federation. With the amalgamation of Corinthians and Nepean a number of 
players were released and agreed to join the Dee Why team. In their first season they took both the First and 
Second teams to premiers and also champions. 

In 1979 Dee Why won promotion to the 2nd Division of the NSW Federation competition, having rapidly 
climbed the ladder to success by gaining divisional promotion each year. 

The following year the Club won the Umbro Cup, a pre-season competition, at only its second attempt. 
Previous winner of the Cup included Melita Eagles, current State League Champions and winners of the 
State League Championship and Dee Why hopes that their success will "rub-off" on them!! 

Dee Why presents a "new look" team in 1981. Not only in their new Umbro Cup strip of Blue shirts and 
Yellow shorts - but also in the composition of their team. Many new faces will be seen as a number of the 
older (and very experienced) players have either retired or taken up coaching positions with other clubs. Dee 
Why's "favourite son" Hugh Hendry for example, is now Coach of State League Club Manly Warringahs 
Second Grade team. The Club's new Coach:’, is Ken Malam who hails originally from Liverpool and has 
played and coached with great success in the Manly-Warringah area for the past 10 years. Ken was a regular 
member of Manly-Warringahs First Grade side for six seasons and last season the local Amateur League side 
which he coached and played in, won the NSW All Age Champion of Champions Cup. 

Dee Why's President, Mike Speed, and his officials, have great confidence in Ken and the keen squad of 
players under the control of himself and Mick "Digger" Hatton and look to them for continued success as 
the Club strives to gain promotion to First Division. 

Dee Why is very proud of the honour of being the oldest Club in the Manly Warringah Soccer Association, 
and in 1981 will be fielding 27 teams in age groups from Under 7 to All Age and with 4 Ladies from 
Under 12 to All Age, as well as its three Federation teams. 

The Club has received very welcome financial support in the past few years from advertisers in the Club's 
"Dribble" weekly newsletter and Federation Programme (published for every home game and the envy of 
many Clubs in the NSW Soccer Federation). Our major sponsor, Yeatman's Country Bakehouse in Dee Why 
Square, continues to be most generous in its assistance to the Club. 

Dee Why has made a practice of encouraging its junior players (under 15's and under 16's) to put their own 
skills to use in coaching younger teams (under 7's to under ll’s) and the Club is proud of its players who are 
continuing to coach this year. We have noticed that the player's own skills improve when they have to teach 
other players what to do! The Club has certainly come a long way since its founding!! 
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Club president Mike Speed - Dee Why 50 years strong. Photo by John 

Dee Why marks half century 


DEE WHY, the peninsula's longest estab¬ 
lished soccer club, will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary during season '96. 

The club was affiliated with the Manly 
Warringah Soccer Association in 1946, but 
president Mike Speed believes it is even 
older. 

"We had records that showed it started 
long before that, which makes it the oldest 
club this side of the Harbour Bridge," Mike 
said. 

Unfortunately, much of the recorded club 
history was lost in a major robbery about 
three years ago. 

"The club was originally founded by a 
group who just wanted to play social foot¬ 
ball," Mike said. 

"It was called the Dee Why Football Club 
but its name was changed to soccer club 


because that is the more recognised name 
for the game in Australia." 

When it was formed the club consisted of 
just two teams, but during its peak in the 
1980s fielded 35 sides. 

"When I first came to the club in 1967 we 
were playing interclub football — the equiv¬ 
alent of what's now known as State League," 
Mike said. 

"We went from sixth division to first 
division and back to second." 

The high point of that era — and the 
club's history — was a victory by the Ken 
Malan coached side in the last Ampol Cup 
competition held in the early80s. 

Mike said the club had always been 
family orientated and this year it would have 
20 senior players who had begun there as 
sub-juniors. 


(Item courtesy of the Northern Beaches Weekender, 
Friday 22 nd March, 1996.) 


"And there must be thousands playing in 
other clubs who have come through Dee 
Why," he said. 

To celebrate its golden anniversary the 
club has installed a new PA system and done 
up its clubroom. All its Premier League games 
will be videotaped and festivities including a 
pipe band will be part of its first and last 
matches. 

A reunion will also be held and the club is 
encouraging ex-members to contact it on 
875 4680 (ah). 

Mike said the anniversary year will be his 
last with the club, but hopes "new blood" will 
help it through. 

"In one way I'm sorry to go. It's been a lot 
of hard work but I'm one of the few life 
members still around," he said. 

"In my honest opinion, if the club is going 
to survive much longer it will need an injec¬ 
tion of a lot of new people." 

Still, Mike is positive about the season 
ahead. 

"Phil Moss (Warringah Dolphins player) 
will be in his second year of coaching and the 
assistant coach will be Mark Butler, who was 
coaching Manly Vale. We're happy, confident 
and looking at the top four," Mike said. 
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(Item courtesy of the Northern Beaches Weekender, Friday 22 nd March, 1996.) 


George Redwood with the trophy he won "when Dee Why was a holiday resort". 

Trophy from a different era 


By MICHAEL MAPSTONE 

WHEN George Redwood was part of 
Dee Why Soccer Club's A grade winning 
team, the peninsula was a little different. 
"Dee Why was a holiday resort and 
Collaroy had only about a dozen 
permanent residences," George recalled 
this week. 

"You can't picture 70 years ago to like it 
is now." 

But 90 year old George still has the 
trophy which shows he was part of Dee 
Why's winning team in 1926. 

"We beat Queenscliff 3-0 in the final at 
Keirle Park. It was a good game, but we 
were the better side," he said. 

Only five teams — the others St 


Matthews, Manly Juniors and a Dee Why 
B team — played in that competition, 
which George believes may have 
been the first organised soccer comp on 
the peninsula. 

"There were three grounds we used; 
Keirle Park, the Convent Ground at the 
end of Eurobin Avenue (where Stella 
Maris school is located) and our ground 
which was on the lagoon side of 
Pittwater Road, opposite where 
Dee Why Oval is today," George said. 
George played centre for Dee Why and 
also recalls being part of a combined 
peninsula side that took on Tasmania 
and a Sydney Metropolitan side during 
the next couple of years. 

George said the Dee Why club played in 
red and white vertical 


stripes during his days in the game, rather 
than the blue and gold the club has worn 
for at least 50 years. 

Recollections such as that will prove 
invaluable for Dee Why Soccer Club, 
which is celebrating a golden 
anniversary this year — 50 years since 
its constitution was established. 

George contacted club president 
Mike Speed after seeing an article about 
the anniversary in the Weekender. 

Mike knew the club's history went back 
further than 1946, but had no written 
records of it. He's now hoping to 
include George in the celebrations. 

"I wouldn't mind if I could. I had a good 
time playing soccer," George said. 
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